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December 21st, 2025   

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
“Today, the fourth and final Sunday of Advent, the liturgy 

presents the figure of Saint Joseph to us (cf. Mt 1:18-24). 

He is a just man who is about to get married. Suddenly 

however, these dreams shatter against a disconcerting 

discovery. Mary, his betrothed, is expecting a child, and the 

child is not his! What would Joseph have felt? Shock, pain, 

confusion, perhaps even irritation and disappointment…. 
He experienced his world was falling apart all around him! 

And what could he do? 

 

The Law gives him two options. The first is to accuse Mary 

and make her pay the price for her alleged infidelity. The 

second is to secretly annul their engagement without 

exposing Mary to scandal and to harsh consequences, 

taking upon himself, however, the burden of shame. So, 

Joseph chooses this second option, the way of mercy. Right 

when he is thinking and evaluating all this, God lights a new 

light in his heart — he declares to him in a dream that 

Mary’s motherhood did not come about because of a 
betrayal, but was the work of the Holy Spirit, and that the 

baby to be born will be the Saviour (cf. vv. 20-21). Mary will 

be the Mother of the Messiah, and he will be His guardian. 

On waking up, Joseph understands that the greatest dream 

of every devout Israelite — to be the father of the Messiah 

— is being fulfilled for him in a completely unexpected way. 

 
Indeed, in order to fulfil this, he will have to entrust himself 

above and beyond all else to God, welcome Mary and her son 

in a completely different way than he had expected. In other 

words, Joseph will have to renounce all reassuring certainties, 

his perfect plans, his legitimate expectations, and open himself 

to a future that was completely to be discovered. And before 

God, who disrupts his plans and asks that he trust Him, Joseph 

says “yes”. Joseph’s courage is heroic and is exercised in silence 
— his courage is to trust, he welcomes, he is willing, he asks for 

no further guarantees. 

 

Brothers and sisters, we too have our dreams, and perhaps we 

think of them more, we talk about them together at Christmas. 

Perhaps we long for some dreams that were shattered and we 

see that our best expectations have to face with the 

unexpected, disconcerting situations. We should not give in to 

negative feelings, like anger or isolation — this is the wrong 

way! Instead, we have to attentively welcome surprises, life’s 
surprises, even the crises. When one experiences a crisis 

without giving in to isolation, anger, and fear, but keeping the 

door open to God, He can intervene. And these, brothers and 

sisters, are God’s horizons — surprising — but infinitely 

broader and more beautiful than ours!” 

 

Pope Francis Angelus Dec 18, 2022 
 

      

 

 

 



Service Dog at Mass 
 

One of our parishioners will be soon attending Mass with 

their public service dog.  The dog is professionally trained to 

perform tasks to support the parishioner's medical 

needs.  To ensure the dog can do its work effectively we 

please ask everyone to refrain from petting and talking with 

the dog.   

 

If you have any questions or concerns please reach out to 

the parish office.  Thank you. 

________________________________________________ 

 

No Mass Friday, December 26, 2025 

 
Please note that there will be no Mass on Friday, December 

26, 2025. 

________________________________________________ 

 

Holy Redeemer Bible Study Holiday 
 

Bible Study Classes, which were held every Friday, after the 

9 a.m. Mass, will be going on holiday for the remainder of 

the year. Bible study meetings will return starting January. 

________________________________________________ 

 

Bulletin Information 
 

Please note that there will be no bulletin for December 28, 

2024.  The next bulletin will be January 4, 2025. 

________________________________________________ 

 

Holy Redeemer Family Christmas Party 
 

 

Youth & Young Sandwich Drive  
 

Lets join the Youth and Young Adults after the Sunday 10:00 

a.m. Mass (Dec. 21) and have some fun making sandwiches 

for a homeless shelter. Please bring a loaf of bread, jam, 

cheese, meat slices, hard broiled eggs, tuna or salmon. We 

hope to see you there and thank you for your participation 

and support! 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Elevator Update and Important Notice to 

Parishioners 
 
We wish to inform parishioners that the church elevator, 

which was out of service for approximately three weeks, has 

now been repaired and is currently operational. 
 
However, due to the age of the elevator and the difficulty in 

sourcing replacement parts, the repairs were limited. While 

the elevator is functioning, it is not operating at full capacity, 

and there is no guarantee of continuous or reliable 

operation at this time. 
 
For safety reasons, parishioners are kindly asked not to use 

the elevator without prior approval. Before using the 

elevator for any reason, please contact the Parish Office, the 

Parish Priest, or Allen Garvey for assistance. 
 
After careful consideration, the Parish Finance Council has 

approved the replacement of the elevator. Based on 

preliminary estimates, the total cost of replacing the 

elevator is expected to range between $50,000 and $60,000 

CAD. The parish already has $25,000 held in a general savings 

account with the Archdiocese, funds which were originally 

contributed by parishioners specifically for the elevator 

fund. As a result, the parish will need to raise an additional 

$25,000 to $30,000, depending on the final quotations. 
 
To support this effort, donation envelopes labeled “Elevator 
Fund” will be available in the gathering space. Parishioners 

who wish to contribute are kindly asked to include their 

name on the envelope and place their donation in the regular 

parish collection. 
 
We thank you for your patience, understanding, and 

continued generosity, and we will keep parishioners 

informed as more information becomes available. 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Youth & Young Adults Advent Gatherings 
 
Come meet with other Youth and Young adults in our parish 

community every Tuesday! We will be doing activities, 

studying important bible verses, and having a fun time 

chatting with our friends (and eating snacks!) 

- Youth ages 12-18 will meet Tuesdays from 7-8 p.m. 

- Young adults 18+ will meet Tuesdays from 8-9 p.m. 



Youth & Young Adults Workshop  

Update: December 21 

 

After this week which is reserved for the sandwich drive, 

we will still be making Christmas toys. In the new year we 

will make winter clothing and we are planning to make 

snow sculptures at Donwood Manor. 
 

If you know of any youth or young adults (at home, 

grandchildren, nieces or nephews, friends), please invite 

them to join us. Adult volunteers are welcome to support 

the workshop and the youth in their projects. 
 

A big thank you to Fr. Anthony, Deacons Ken and Brian, 

Meaghan and the Catechetical team, Louis, Christian, the 

Ladies Auxiliary, the Knights of Columbus, Harvest, Centre 

Flavie Laurent and parishioners for all your help and 

encouragement. 

________________________________________________ 

 

Holy Redeemer Parish 2025 

Christmas & New Year’s Mass Schedule  
 

Christmas Eve – Nativity of the Lord 

Wednesday, December 24 at 5 p.m. (Children’s Mass) 
Wednesday, December 24 at 8 p.m.  

 
Christmas Day – Nativity of the Lord 

Thursday, December 25 at 10 a.m.  
 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

Wednesday, December 31 at 5 p.m. 

Thursday, January 1 at 10 a.m. 
 

Please note that the 9:00 a.m. weekday Masses will be 

cancelled the weeks of 

Tuesday, December 24, 2024 to  Friday, January 3, 2025 

________________________________________________ 

 

Holy Redeemer Office Holiday Hours 2025 
 

During the holiday season the office hours will be as 
follows: 
 
Mon. Dec 22: Closed 

Wed. Dec. 24, Thurs. Dec. 25 & Fri. Dec. 26: Closed 

Mon. Dec. 29: Closed 

Tues: Dec 30: Open 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Wed. Dec 31 & Thurs. Jan. 1: Closed 

Fri. Jan. 2 Open 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
 
Regular hours resume on Tuesday, January 6, 2026 
 
Please Also Note that there will not be Mass on the 
following days  

• Friday December 26, 2025 

• Tuesday December 30, 2025 

• Friday January 2, 2026 

Church Events 
December 21, 2025 to January 4, 2026 

 

Sandwich Drive for the Homeless (Youth Workshop) 

Sunday, December 21, 11 p.m. after Mass 
 

Christmas Eve Mass 

Wednesday, December 24, 2025 at 5 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 24, 2025 at 8 p.m. 
 

Christmas Day Mass 

Thursday, December 25, 2025 at 10 a.m. 
 

Catechism Christmas Party (POSTPONED TO:) 

Sunday, December 28, 2025 at 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
 

New Years Mass 

Wednesday, December 31 at 5 p.m. 

Thursday, January 1 at 10 a.m. 

________________________________________________ 

 

         Please pray for the sick, 

  their families and their caregivers 
  

 _________________________________________________ 

 

Stewardship December 21, 2025 

4th Sunday of Advent 
 

“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took his wife into his home.” 
(MATTHEW 1:24) 
 
Putting our complete trust in the Lord without expecting 

anything in return. Striving to put God first in all things and 

follow Him wherever He may lead us. Joseph was a model of 

these pillars of our faith. As we prepare for the birth of our 

Lord, pray for the strength and courage to be a model of 

discipleship, just as Joseph was. 

_________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

 

  

     
 

 

Liturgy Schedule, Saints’ Days and Intentions 
Saturday, Dec 20, 2025 to Sunday, Dec 28, 2025 

                                                                                                
Sat. Dec 20 at 5 pm        Holy Redeemer Parishioners 

Sun. Dec 21 at 10 am  †Deceased members of the Santiaguel 

                                           Family (Jovy Santiaguel) 

                                         †Guadalupe Caballero  

                                                      (Santander and Yalung Family) 

                                           Roa Aranez (Ilao Family) 

                                           Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

Tues. Dec 23 at 9 am   †Francisco & Maria Sousa and all  

                                            other deceased members of the  

                                            family (Braga Family) 

Wed. Dec 24 at 5 pm      Holy Redeemer Parishioners  

                             8 pm    †Manuel Reis (Tony, Joe + Diane) 

Thur. Dec 25 at 10 am  †Alda Reis (Tony, Joe + Diane) 

                                            The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 

Fri. Dec 26                         Saint Stephen, the First Martyr 

 

Sat. Dec 27 at 5 pm         Holy Redeemer Parishioners 

                                            Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist 

Sun. Dec 28 at 10 am   

_________________________________________________ 

 

Next Week’s Mass Ministries Schedule 
 

Saturday, December 27 at 5 p.m.  
Lectors: Raya Recio & Liz Patzer 

Altar Servers: Jean-Pierre Musafiri & Amely Musafiri 

Music:  

 

Sunday, December 28 at 10 a.m.  
Greeters: Chris & Donna Jacobson 

Lectors: Adeline Ajong & Diane Skalenda 

Gift Bearers:  Davedow Family 

Altar Server: Grant Mandrick 

Music: Adult Choir 

 

_________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://jvhost-design.ca 

 
Providing you all Canadian hosting – your website, backups 

and technical support all reside in Canada. 
John Vis   (204) 802-4440  john@jvhost-design.com 

Scollan & Scollan, Chartered  Professional Accountant 
 

 JAMES A. SCOLLAN, C.A. 

 

405-93 LOMBARD AVENUE        PH: (204) 943-2407                                   

WINNIPEG, MB  R3B 3B1            FAX: (204) 943-8200 

   Email: jgscollan@showbiz.ca 

 
Monthly Prayer Intention of Pope Leo XIV 

For December 2025 
For Christians in areas of conflict 

Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, 

especially in the Middle East, might be seeds of peace, 

reconciliation, and hope. 

 
 

Sacraments 
 
Reconciliation: Available by appointment.  Please call the 

office. 
 
Baptism: Please email Father Anthony or call the office at 

least three months in advance. 
 
Marriage: Please call the office one year in advance. 
 
Anointing of the Sick: Available by appointment.  Please call 

the office. 

________________________________________________ 
 

Are You A New Parishioner? 
 

If you are new to our community or interested in joining us 

here at Holy Redeemer parish, please complete the Parish 

Registration Form found on the counter in the gathering 

space.  The form is also available on the parish website.  
   

Once completed, the form can be placed in the Offering 

basket at Mass, dropped off or emailed to the office.  We look 

forward to hearing from you and welcome to our parish. 


