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December 7', 2025
Second Sunday of Advent

“Today, the Second Sunday of Advent, the Gospel for the
Liturgy presents the figure of John the Baptist. The text says
that John “wore a garment of camel’s hair”, that “his food
was locusts and wild honey” (Mt 3:4), and that he invited
everyone to conversion: “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand”! (v. 2). In short, he was an austere and
radical man, who at first sight might appear somewhat
harsh and could instil a certain fear. What is the message
the Church gives us today with John?

In reality, the Baptist, more than being a harsh man, was a
man who was allergic to duplicity. For example, when the
Pharisees and Sadducees, who were known for their
hypocrisy, approached him, his “allergic reaction” was very
strong! In essence, dear brothers and sisters, hypocrisy is
the greatest danger because it can ruin even the most
sacred realities. This is why the Baptist — as Jesus would be
later — was harsh with hypocrites. Jesus speaks so strongly
to the hypocrites of that time. And why do the Baptist and
Jesus do this? To shake them up. Instead, those who felt
they were sinners “went out to him [John], and they were
baptized by him, confessing their sins” (cf. v. 5). Therefore,
prowess is not important to welcome God, but rather
humility. Each of us has to confess our own sins, our own
failings, our own hypocrisy, firstly to ourselves.

Dear brothers and sisters, with his “allergic reactions” John
makes us reflect. Are we not at times a bit like those Pharisees?
Perhaps we look at others from top to bottom, thinking that
we are better than them, that we have our lives under control,
that we do not need God or the Church, or our brothers or
sisters, every day. Advent is a time of grace to take off our
masks — each one of us has them — and line up with those
who are humble, to be liberated from the presumption of
believing we are self-sufficient, to go to confess our sins, the
hidden ones, and to welcome God’s pardon, to ask forgiveness
from those we offended.

And let us remember another thing: with Jesus, there is always
the possibility of beginning again. It is never too late. He is close
to us and this is a time of conversion. Each of us can think: “I
have this situation inside, this problem that | am ashamed
of...”. But Jesus is beside you. He is waiting for us and never
grows tired of us. Let us listen to John the Baptist’s appeal to
return to God. And let us not let this Advent go by like days on
the calendar because this is a time of grace, a grace for us too,
here and now! May Mary, the humble servant of the Lord, help
us to meet him, and our brothers and sisters on the way of
humility, which is the only one that will help us go ahead.”

Pope Francis Angelus Dec 4, 2022



Youth & Young Adults Workshop Update

The Youth & Young Adults Workshop is open Sundays after
the 10:00 a.m. masses, but will be delayed until after other
planned church activities. The family room will be used while
the elevator is down, as required for participants with
mobility issues.

- We are make winter clothing and children's toys for the
needy

- Youth 12 years and older, and young adults 18 years and
older are welcome

- Volunteers are also welcome, to teach and assist the
workshop

If you have wood working tools or a sewing machine at home
and you would like to prepare wood pieces or clothes items
to be assembled at the workshop, please let us know.

Youth & Young Adults Advent Gatherings

Come meet with other Youth and Young adults in the parish
community every Tuesday of December! We will be doing
activities, studying important bible verses, and having a fun
time chatting with our friends (and sometimes eating
snacks!)

- Youth ages 12-18 will meet Tuesdays from 7-8 p.m.

- Young adults 18+ will meet Tuesdays from 8-9 p.m.
We hope to see you there!

Christmas Hampers/Jesse Tree

This Advent Season, the Knights of Columbus are once again
collecting food for Christmas Hampers. The Jesse Christmas
Tree in the Gathering Space is decorated with paper
ornaments made by the Catechism Children. On the back of
each ornament is a food item.

Please take as many as you can and bring the food item to
the church and place it under the Jesse Tree no later than
Sunday, December 14. The Knights will be delivering the
hampers on Wednesday, December 17. We thank you for
your generous support.

Holy Redeemer Office Holiday Hours 2025

During the holiday season the office hours will be as
follows:

Mon. Dec 22: Closed

Wed. Dec. 24, Thurs. Dec. 25 & Fri. Dec. 26: Closed
Mon. Dec. 29: Closed

Tues: Dec 30: Open 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Wed. Dec 31 & Thurs. Jan. 1: Closed

Fri. Jan. 2 Open 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Regular hours resume on Tuesday, January 6, 2026

Holy Redeemer Bible Study

Bible Study Classes will be held every Friday, including this
Friday, December 5, 2025 after the 9 a.m. Mass. It will be led
by Robert Schwenk, while being supported by Deacons Ken
Perrett and Brian Carter. The Bible Study will be held at the
Chaple on the east corner of the Church.

Advent Penitential Prayer Service
December 10, 2025 - 7:00 p.m.

On Wednesday, December 10, 2025 at 7:00 p.m., there will
be an Advent Penitential Prayer Service at Holy Redeemer
Parish. We encourage all to attend the penitential service
even if you do not take part in individual reconciliation.

Advent Penitential Prayer Services will also be held
throughout the Deanery at other parish locations.

Thank you from Ladies Auxiliary

Once again, our annual Advent bake sale was both enjoyable
and successful. There were 40 plus signatures on our baking
sign-up sheets. This translated into a wonderful display of
food items on our sales tables in the Gathering Space after
masses last weekend.

Thank you for your generous donations of baked, cooked and
canned food items, as well as for cash donations. Thank you
to all who played a part in making this effort a success, raising
over $1100 this year.

Follow Us On Social Media

Follow us for parish news, information, and communication
on Facebook and Instagram @holyredeemerwpg



Holy Redeemer Parish 2025
Christmas & New Year’s Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve — Nativity of the Lord
Wednesday, December 24 at 5 p.m. (Children’s Mass)
Wednesday, December 24 at 8 p.m.

Christmas Day — Nativity of the Lord
Thursday, December 25 at 10 a.m.

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
Wednesday, December 31 at 5 p.m.
Thursday, January 1 at 10 a.m.

Please note that the 9:00 a.m. weekday Masses will be
cancelled the weeks of
Tuesday, December 24, 2024 to Friday, January 3, 2025

Why do Catholics strike their breast during
the Confiteor at Mass?

Catholics strike the breast during the Confiteor (“I
confess...”) as a physical expression of interior repentance
and humility. This gesture - done at the words “through my
fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault” -
has deep biblical and spiritual meaning.

1. Why do we strike our breast?

a. A Sign of Personal Responsibility

* The action corresponds to the triple “mea culpa” (Latin for
“through my fault”). It says: “I acknowledge that | have
sinned—no one else is to blame.”

b. A Gesture of Contrition

¢ In the Bible, striking the breast is a sign of sorrow. For
example:

“But the tax collector stood at a distance... and beat his
breast saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” (Luke
18:13)

c. A Call for God’s Mercy

¢ By striking the heart, we acknowledge that sin resides in
the heart, and we beg God to cleanse and transform it.

2. What the Church Teaches

e The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM)
specifies that the faithful strike their breast during the
Confiteor at the words “through my fault...”

¢ |t reflects both humility and reverence, reminding us that
we approach the Eucharist not as perfect people, but as
forgiven sinners in need of God’s mercy.

3. Why it matters?

This small but powerful gesture helps us:

¢ Participate in the Mass more deeply, with heart and body.
* Recognize our need for reconciliation with God and
others.

¢ Enter more reverently into the sacred mysteries.

Church Events
December 7, 2025 to December 21, 2025

Second Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 7, 2025

Finance Council Meeting
Tuesday, December 9, 2025 at 5 p.m.

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting
Wednesday, December 10, 2025 at 1 p.m.

Catechism Classes
Thursday, Decemberll
(Grade K-1) Catechism Class at 5:30 p.m.
Children’s Choir Practice at 6:30 p.m.
(Grade 2-6 + Confirmation) Catechism Class at 7:00 p.m.

Food Bank
Friday, December 12, 2025 at 1 p.m.

Knights of Columbus Meeting
Tuesday, December 16, 2025
Mass 6:30 p.m.
Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Catechism Christmas Party
Thursday, December 18, 2025 at 6 p.m.

Please pray for the sick,
their families and their caregivers

Stewardship December 7", 2025
2"¢ Sunday of Advent

“Therefore, every tree that does not bear good fruit will be
cut down and thrown into the fire.” (Matthew 3:10)




Pistol’s

Roofing and Shelves
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FREE ESTIMATES FOR WINNIPEG AND NUTIMIK LAKE AREA
ROOFING, FRAMING, FASCIA, EAVES, SOFFIT

PETER PAZERNIUK SHELVING IN WINTER
204-791-5830

JV HOST & DESIGN

WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT & HOSTING
https://jvhost-design.ca

Providing you all Canadian hosting — your website, backups
and technical support all reside in Canada.
John Vis (204) 802-4440 john@)jvhost-design.com

Scollan & Scollan, Chartered Professional Accountant
JAMES A. SCOLLAN, C.A.

405-93 LOMBARD AVENUE
WINNIPEG, MB R3B 3B1

PH: (204) 943-2407
FAX: (204) 943-8200

Email: jgscollan@showbiz.ca

Monthly Prayer Intention of Pope Leo XIV
For December 2025

For Christians in areas of conflict
Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict,
especially in the Middle East, might be seeds of peace,
reconciliation, and hope.

Sacraments

Reconciliation: Available by appointment. Please call the
office.

Baptism: Please email Father Anthony or call the office at
least three months in advance.

Marriage: Please call the office one year in advance.

Anointing of the Sick: Available by appointment. Please call
the office.

Are You A New Parishioner?

If you are new to our community or interested in joining us
here at Holy Redeemer parish, please complete the Parish
Registration Form found on the counter in the gathering
space. The form is also available on the parish website.

Once completed, the form can be placed in the Offering
basket at Mass, dropped off or emailed to the office. We look
forward to hearing from you and welcome to our parish.

Liturgy Schedule, Saints’ Days and Intentions
Saturday, Dec 6, 2025 to Sunday, Dec 14, 2025

Sat. Dec6 at5 pm tMarilyn Marion (Adult Choir)
tClare McKenty (Adult Choir)
Holy Redeemer Parishioners
Marius, Birthday Blessings (Family)

Second Sunday of Advent

Sun. Dec 7 at 10 am

Mon. Dec 8 The Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
tMaria Braga and all other deceased
members of the family
(Braga Family)
Healing for my mom, conversion of
my husband, and God’s will for the
family (Anonymous)
Thur. Dec 11 at 9 am tManuel Braga and all other deceased
members of the family
(Braga Family)
tEugenie Wazny (Kernoski Family)

Tues. Dec9 at 9 am

Wed. Dec 10 at 9 am

Fri. Dec 12 at 9 am

Sat. Dec 13 at 5 pm Holy Redeemer Parishioners
Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr
tAlda Reis (Farias Family)
tClare McKenty (Adult Choir)
tirin & Henry Dick (Genina Zak)

Third Sunday of Advent

Sun. Dec 14 at 10 am

Next Week’s Mass Ministries Schedule

Saturday, December 13 at 5 p.m.
Lectors: Vera Taylor & Judy Johnson
Altar Servers: Jean-Pierre Musafiri & Amely Musafiri
Music: Couples for Christ

Sunday, December 14 at 10 a.m.
Greeters: Evelyn Boyko & Anita Mann
Lectors: Rebecca Davedow & Gregory Opone
Gift Bearers: Cruz Family
Altar Server: Grant Mandrick
Music: Bev Henry’s Group




